April 11, 2010 Holy Humor Sunday

	BAD JOKE DISCLAIMER: We recognize that religious humor can be risky. It is our hope that by laughing at ourselves (and others) we can make this subject more approachable. If you find any of these objectionable, we apologize. As with most jokes, the original authors are unknown - but we thank them.

Holy Humor Sunday services not only give Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life.

From time to time in our earthly lives, many of us have been dead - from illness, depression, physical injuries, emotional wounds, the loss of loved ones, financial losses - and yet have come alive and endured while looking forward to the Great Resurrection.

Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after Easter.

For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.

Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, drenched each other with water, told jokes, sang, and danced.

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it.

· HOLY E-MAIL 
One day God was looking down at earth and saw all of the rascally behavior that was going on.  So He called one of His angels and sent the angel to earth for a time. 
When he returned, he told God, 'Yes, it is bad on earth; 95% are misbehaving and only 5% are not. 
God thought for a moment and said, 'Maybe I had better send down a second angel to get another opinion.' So God called another angel and sent him to earth for a time.   
When the angel returned he went to God and said, 'Yes, it's true. The earth is in decline; 95% are misbehaving, but 5% are being good.' 
God was not pleased.   So He decided to e-mail the 5% who were good, because he wanted to encourage them, and give them a little something to help them keep going. 
Do you know what the e-mail said? 

· Okay, I was just wondering, because I didn't get one either.   

· And that's how fight got started
> One year,  a husband decided to buy his mother-in-law a  cemetery plot as a
> Christmas gift. The next  year, he didn't buy her a gift. When she asked
> him why, he replied, "Well, you still haven't  used the gift I bought you
> last year!" And  that's how the fight  started.....

· 
>My wife walked into the den  and asked, "What's on the TV?" I replied
> "Dust."  And that's how the fight started.....

· A woman is  standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror.  She is not happy
> with what she sees and says to  her husband, 'I feel horrible; I look old,
> fat  and ugly. I really need you to pay me a  compliment.' The husband
> replies, 'Your  eyesight's damn near perfect.' And that's how  the fight
> started.....
>

· I asked my wife, 'Where do you want to  go for our anniversary?' It warmed
> my heart to  see her face melt in sweet appreciation.  'Somewhere I haven't
> been in a long time!' she  said. So I suggested, 'How about the kitchen?'
> And that's when the fight  started....
>

· My wife and I were sitting at a table  at my high school reunion, and I
> kept staring at  a drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat  alone at a
> nearby table. My wife asked, 'Do you  know her?' 'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old
> girlfriend. I understand she took to drinking  right after we split up those
> many years ago,  and I hear she hasn't been sober since..' 'My  God!' says
> my wife. 'Who would think a person  could go on celebrating that long?' And
> that's  when the fight started...

· I took my wife to a  restaurant. The waiter, for some reason, took my
> order first. 'I'll have the strip steak, medium  rare, please.' The waiter said,
> 'Aren't you  worried about the mad cow?' 'Nah, she can order  for herself.'
>
> And that's how the fight  got started....
>

· They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins

· The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

· The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

· Ladies, don't forget the rummagesale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

· Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much about you.

· Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

· Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

· Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

· Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

· The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility. 

· Potluck Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door. 

· The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM.. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

· Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door at the side entrance.
· Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8 PM in
          the recreation hall. Come out and watch us kill Christ the King.

· The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due
          to a conflict.

· 
 
· True Story-TEXAS BEER JOINT SUES CHURCH..... 

· In a small Texas town, ( Mt. Vernon ) Drummond's bar began construction on a new building to increase their business.The local Baptist church started a campaign to block the bar from opening with petitions and prayers. Work progressed right up till the week before opening when lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground.

· The church folks were rather smug in their outlook after that, until the bar owner sued the church on the grounds that the church was ultimately responsible for the demise of his building, either through direct or indirect actions or means.

· The church vehemently denied all responsibility or any connection to the building's demise in its reply to the court.

· As the case made its way into court, the judge looked over the paperwork. At the hearing he commented, 'I don't know how I'm going to decide this, but as it appears from the paperwork, we have a bar owner who believes in the power of prayer, and an entire church congregation that does not.

· THE MULE

· Curtis &Leroy saw an ad in the Starkville Daily News Newspaper in Starkville, MS. and bought a mule for $100.The farmer agreed to deliver the mule the next day.
 
The next morning the farmer drove up and said, "Sorry, fellows, I have some bad news, the mule died last night."
 
Curtis &Leroy replied, "Well, then just give us our money back."
 
The farmer said, "Can't do that. I went and spent it already."
 
They said, "OK then, just bring us the dead mule."
 
The farmer asked, "What in the world ya'll gonna do with a dead mule?"
 
Curtis said, "We gonna raffle him off."
 
The farmer said, "You can't raffle off a dead mule!"
 
Leroy said, "We shore can!  Heck, we don't hafta tell nobody he's dead!"
 
A couple of weeks later, the farmer ran into Curtis &Leroy at the Piggly Wiggly  grocery store and asked. "What'd you fellers ever do with that dead mule?"
 
They said,"We raffled him off like we said we wuz gonna do."
 
Leroy said,"Shucks, we sold 500 tickets fer two dollars apiece and made a profit of $898."
 
The farmer said,"My Lord, didn't anyone complain?"
 
Curtis said, "Well, the feller who won got upset. So we gave him his two dollars back."
 
Curtis and Leroy now work for the government.
 
They're overseeing the Bailout Program.'
THE PASTOR'S CAT...


Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his church. He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc.

The kitty would not come down. 

The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten.

That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car.
He then figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he moved the car a little further forward, the rope broke.

The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly sailed through the air - out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody had seen a stray kitten.

So he prayed, 'Lord, I just commit this kitten to your keeping,' and went on about his business.

A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. 

This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, 'Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?' She replied, 'You won't believe this,' and then told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.

Then a few days before, the child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it.' She told the pastor, 'I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her.' 



The Picnic

A Jewish Rabbi and a Catholic Priest met at the town's annual 4th of July picnic. Old friends, they began their usual banter.  'This baked ham is really delicious,' the priest teased the rabbi. 'You really ought to try it. I know it's against your religion, but I can'tunderstand why such a wonderful food should be forbidden! You don't know what you're missing. You just haven't lived until you've tried Mrs. Hall's prized Virginia Baked Ham. Tell me, Rabbi, when are you going to break down and try it?'  The rabbi looked at the priest with a big grin, and said, 'At your wedding'
The USHER

An elderly woman walked into the local country church The friendly usher greeted her at the door and helped her up the flight of steps  'Where would you like to sit?' he asked politely.'The front row please,' she answered.'You really don't want to do that,' the usher said 'The pastor is really boring'
'Do you happen to know who I am?' the woman inquired.

'No.' he said.'I'm the pastor's mother,' she replied indignantly.
'Do you know who I am?' he asked.
'No.' she said.
'Good,' he answered.

Show and Tell

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a 'show and tell' assignment. Each student was instructed to bring in an object to share with the class that represented their religion.  

The first student got up in front of the class and said, 'My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a Star of David.'

The second student got up in front of the class and said, 'My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a Rosary.'

The third student got in up front of the class and said, 'My name is Tommy. I am a Protestant, and this is a casserole.'

Goat for Dinner

The young couple invited their elderly pastor for Sunday dinner.
While they were in the kitchen preparing the meal, the minister asked their son what they were having.
'Goat,' the little boy replied.
Goat?' replied the startled man of the cloth, 'Are you sure
about that?' 'Yep,' said the youngster. 'I heard Dad say to Mom, 'Today is just as good as any to have the old goat for dinner.'
 
THE BURGLER

A burglar broke into a Christian Family's home one night.  He shined his flashlight around, looking for valuables; when he heard, a strange voice echoing from the dark saying, 'Jesus is watching you.' 


He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked his flashlight off, and froze.  After awhile when he heard nothing more, he shook his head and continued. Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he heard, 'Jesus is watching you.'

Freaked out, he shined his light around frantically, looking for the source of the voice and finally, in the corner of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot.

Did you say that?' He whispered to the parrot.

'Yep, ' the parrot squawked, 'I'm just trying to warn you.'

The burglar relaxed. 'Warn me, huh? And what is your name?'

'Moses,' replied the bird.

'Moses?' the burglar laughed.

'What kind of people would name a bird Moses?'

'The kind of people that would name a Rottweiler, Jesus.'


 

Pearly Gates Scene:
'Here's how it works.  You need 100 points to make it into heaven. You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it was.  When you reach 100 points, you get in.'

'Okay... I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her,  not even in my heart.'

 'That's wonderful, that's worth three points!'

'Three points! Ok. Let's see, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry with my tithe and service.'

'Terrific!' says St.Peter. 'That's another point.'

'One point!?!!'

'I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a shelter for homeless veterans.'

'Fantastic, that's good for two more points.'

'Two points!?!! At this rate the only way I'll get into heaven is by the  grace of God.'

'Bingo, 100 points! Come on in!'
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