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The Rev. William E. Harner, Jr. 
3903 Reiff Place ~ Reading, PA 19606-3116 

Home Phone 610-779-1962 ~ Email weharner@ptd.net 
 

August 23, 2010 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 I did not look forward to writing this letter. That being true I must hasten to 
tell you that I find it easier to put in writing what is in my heart than say in the spo-
ken word. I have always found it difficult to say “good bye” in person. Actually I am 
not saying good- bye because I am not going anywhere. I am going to remain a 
member of Good Shepherd Church. I am going to remain a minister of Jesus 
Christ. That is the way we should all think of ourselves. I say that because that is 
what I promised and all of us promised when you affirmed your baptism on the 
day when you took Jesus as your Lord and Savior and you promised to remain a 
faithful member of the Church.   
 
 I am simply “hanging up my spikes.” That is an expression professional 
baseball players use to announce their retirement from the game of baseball. I am 
using that expression to announce my retirement as a pastor. I will continue to 
minister because like all of you I promised, when I promised on my confirmation 
day “according to the grace given me to remain a faithful member of the church of 
Jesus Christ.” 
 
 I am keeping my membership in the church here in Good Shepherd because 
of the way I have been received among you for nineteen years and eight months. 
My first Sunday I was among you I was introduced by my friend Ralph Werstler. I 
responded to what Ralph said by saying, “I will do anything I am asked to do; but I 
do not want to get in the way of anyone else.” I have tried to live up to that prom-
ise. I will leave it to you to determine how well I have kept my promise. 
 
 Let me say I have genuinely enjoyed my years here serving among you and 
with you. I could not have asked for finer treatment from the members, Senior 
Pastors and Associate Pastors. I could not have asked for any better treatment 
from my colleagues in ministry. The same has been true of the acceptance, re-
spect and love I  

��������



received from the people of the Church. Because of the nature of my ministry I spent 
most of my time with the homebound members and the older members of the 
church. I shared in the hospital visitations, visits to our people in nursing homes, and 
to our people in their homes who had special needs. Frequently I was asked by our 
Sr. Pastor to visit people if and when he was unable to do so. We worked together as 
a team. I had a special relationship with the Adult Bible Class and the Senior Shep-
herds. It is my hope as well as my plan to continue those relationships. 
 
 I did not plan to retire at this time of the year. I spent a week in the Hospital that 
left me know that however willing and strong the spirit, the flesh had grown weaker 
as I approached my eighty-fourth birthday. As a young man I walked away from the 
game I loved. I can’t believe yet how I was able to do that, except to say that I had a 
greater love and a deeper commitment. That love and commitment   was to Jesus 
Christ and His Church. For more than fifty-four years I have continued in that love 
and that commitment. I will continue to do so as long as God’s will allows.  
 
 I thank God for the good life I have had with my loving and ever faithful wife, for 
the two fine children, a daughter and a son in the order they were given to us, for the 
six fine grandchildren and their spouses, and yes for nine great-grandchildren. I 
guess I need not remind you that I have enough great-grandchildren for a ball team. 
 I hope to see you, each and all of you, in church growing in grace and in the 
likeness of Jesus Christ in all we say and do. 
 
God bless you and keep you! I will close with Robert Schuller’s parting words to his 
TV audience: “God loves you and so do I!!!!” 
 
       Prayerfully, 
 
       William E. (Bill) Harner, Jr. 
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� COOPERATION 
LIVING MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND (LMEF) 

GOOD SHEPHERD UCC 
September, 2010 

 
Trustees:  Rose Kuser, Jeff Longacre, Brad Reinert, Cliff Reinert, Gene Wentzel, and 
Pastor Christie   
 
Cooperation… We gain what we want through the help and support of others.  To be 
agreeable, to be liked, to cooperate--- this contributes immeasurably to our success.  
When we coordinate our efforts with the efforts of others, we speed the way to our 
goals.  Cooperation builds success. 
 
Though accumulating assets is not the highest goal, it is not an unimportant achieve-
ment and opportunity.  God gives us wealth as an act of grace in order that we might 
use it to seek the fulfillment of the Kingdom’s purposes.  This is illustrated by the 
parable of the talents (Matt. 25: 14-30), the point being that the Kingdom belongs to 
persons who find their meaning and joy not in accumulating wealth for themselves, 
but employing the wealth that God affords for doing the divine will. 
 
Cliff Reinert 
Endowment Team 
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